
Stoke by Nayland C of E Primary School - Whole School Thematic Planning 

In addition to the thematic learning, there is also the discrete teaching of PSHE, RE, Music and PE. 

Cycle 
1 

 
 

Art 
Week 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer  
  

Topic 
Driver  

Art/ 
Science 

Geography/ RE 
(including 
Christmas) 

English 
(including 

World Book 
Day) 

 

DT 
Projects in pm 

 

Science/RE 
(including 

Easter) 

History Art 
Take One 
Picture 
Art week 

DT projects in 
pm 

 
 

Topic Animals Our World Story Tellers Material 
related 

Earth and 
Beyond 

Time 
Travellers 

Learning 
derived 
from one 
painting  

Food related 

Reception Printing Animals  Our home, our 
world 

Traditional 
tales 

Three pigs’ 
house 

Space Space All classes 
deciding on 
their own DT 
projects. 

KS1 Printing Animals, 
identifying and 
naming animals, 
habitats, off spring 

The United 
Kingdom, 
weather, 
comparing UK 
with non-
European 
country 
Seasons 
(Science) 

Traditional 
tales 

Three pigs’ 
room 

Materials,  
naming and 
grouping, 
properties 
 

First Moon 
Landing 
Neil 
Armstrong 
 

L KS2 Collage Habitats Cities in the UK 
South America 
study 

Traditional 
tales 

Rapunzel’s 
Tower 

Light, materials, 
rocks, 
electricity, 
forces, magnets 

Roman 
Britain 
 

U KS2 Drawing Charles Darwin 
Life cycles, 
evolution, 
classification, 
reproduction 

Climate zones 
Biomes 

Shakespeare Shakespearian 
puppets 

Light and 
electricity, 
earth and space, 
forces 
 

WWII Electricity 
related DT 
project. 

  



Stoke by Nayland C of E Primary School - Whole School Thematic Planning 

In addition to the thematic learning, there is also the discrete teaching of PSHE, RE, Music and PE. 

Cycle 2  Art 
Week 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer  
 

Topic Driver Art/ 
Science 

Geography/RE 
(including 
Christmas) 

English 
(including 

World Book 
Day) 

DT 
Projects 

 

Science/RE 
(including 

Easter) 

History  Art 
Take One 

Picture Art 
week 

DT Projects 

Topic Being a human 
 

Extreme World Fiction Food 
related 

Ancient World Learning 
derived 
from one 
painting 

Material 
related 

Reception Portraits All about me Antarctica All classes 
focussing on a 
different 
fiction book. 

All classes 
deciding on 
their own 
DT projects. 

Dinosaurs Dinosaurs All classes 
deciding on 
their own 
DT projects. 

KS1 Self 
portraits 

Identifying basic 
parts of a human, 
basic needs 

Antarctica 
Southern lights 
Animals  

Fossils Dinosaurs 
Countries and 
continents 
(Geography) 

L KS2 Abstract 
portraits 

Skeletons, 
teeth, 
nutritional needs 
and exercise 

Volcanoes, 
earthquakes 
 
Pompeii story 

Rocks 
Fossils 
 
 
 

Stone Age, 
Bronze Age, 
Iron Age 
Cave art 

U KS2 Sculpture Circulatory system, 
importance of diet 
and exercise 

Polar Regions, 
Titanic 
Icebergs 

Discrete 
teaching: 
Solids, liquids 
and gases 
 

Ancient 
Greece 
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In addition to the thematic learning, there is also the discrete teaching of PSHE, RE, Music and PE. 

Cycle 
3 

 Art Week Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer  

Topic 
Driver 

Art/ 
History 

DT projects Science/RE 
(including 
Christmas) 

English DT 
Projects 

Science Geography Art 
Take One 

Picture Art 
Week 

Topic Time Travellers Material 
related 

Material World  Author 
Focus 

Food 
related 

The Blue Planet 
 
 

Suffolk 
 

Learning 
derived from 
one painting 

Reception Collage Memories All classes 
deciding on 
their own 
DT projects. 

Materials All classes 
focussing 
on a 
different 
Author. 

All classes 
deciding 
on their 
own DT 
projects. 

Animals living in 
water 

Local area 

KS1 Collage The Great 
Fire of 
London 
 

Materials Animals, 
identifying and 
naming animals, 
habitats, off 
spring 

Comparing local 
areas, 
human/physical 
features 

L KS2 Drawing  Ancient 
Egypt 
 

Classification, 
states of matter, 
rocks, magnets 
 
 
 

Habitats 
Light/Dark 

Land use patterns 
over time, types of 
settlement, local 
history study, rivers, 
water cycle 

U KS2 Collage/ 
sculpture 

The 
Mayans 
 

Solids, liquids and 
gases 
 
 

Life Cycles Comparing/ 
contrasting 
local area 
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In addition to the thematic learning, there is also the discrete teaching of PSHE, RE, Music and PE. 

Cycle 
4 

 Art Week Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer  

Driver for 
the topic 

Art 
 

Science History/ RE 
(including 
Christmas) 

DT 
Projects 

Science/RE 
(including Easter) 

English 
 

DT projects Geography  Art 
Take One 

Picture Art 
week 

Topic Identity/Survival Famous 
People from 

the past 

All classes 
deciding 
on their 
own DT 
projects. 

Protecting our 
planet 

All classes to 
focus on a 
different 
story genre. 

All classes 
deciding on 
their own 
DT 
projects. 

Plant Life Learning 
derived 
from one 
painting Reception Drawing Funny Bones Family trees Helping at home 

and at school 
Plants 

KS1 Drawing Basic needs, 
exercise, food 

Florence 
Nightingale 

Reducing 
Recycling 
Reusing 
 

Plants, seeds, 
food chains 

L KS2 Printing Nutrition, 
digestion 

Saxons and 
Vikings 

Reducing 
Recycling 
Reusing 
 

Plants, 
functions, soils 

U KS2 Graffiti Adaption, 
inheritance,  
off spring, 
reproduction, 
diet and exercise 

King/Queen 
study 
Crime and 
Punishment 

Climate change 
Our carbon 
footprint 

Electricity 
related DT 
project 

Classifying 
plants 

 

 

  


